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SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1.
What are the School Governance Council meeting requirements?

As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “The first Council meeting of the new school year shall take place during the month of September.  Thereafter, the Council shall have at least nine (9) monthly meetings during the school year.”

 2.
What process should be used to fill parent positions that become vacant following the May election?

The candidate on the May ballot who was not elected to the Council but had the next highest number of votes should be appointed to the Council for the school year.

 3.
What process should be used to fill vacant parent positions if there was an insufficient number of candidates on the May ballot?

The Council should appoint parents who express interest in serving on the Council for the school year.  Opportunities should be taken to have the Council membership reflect the diversity of the student population.

 4.
What process should be used to fill staff and student positions that become vacant following the May election?

The candidate on the May ballot who was not elected to the Council but had the next highest number of votes should be appointed to the Council for the school year.  If there are no remaining candidates, the constituent group should be asked to identify a replacement.

 5.
What process should be used to fill the community representative position(s)?


As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “Community representatives shall be elected at the first meeting of the incoming Council held at the beginning of the new school year.”

6.
What names will appear on a school’s ballot?


All of the names of parents who submitted a nomination form and who have a child enrolled in the school for the next school year are included on the ballot.  As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “A parent is a person at least 18 years of age who is the natural, adopted, or stepparent of a child enrolled or about to be enrolled in the school at which the Council serves, and includes those people acting as legal guardian or registered custodian of the child, such as grandparents.  A parent who is also a paid employee of his/her child’s school shall not serve in the capacity of “parent member” on the council, but may serve as a teacher representative or support-staff representative.”

 7.
How many parent seats will be filled in May through the election process?


This will vary among schools.  Within the School Governance Council membership parameters of Administrative Policy 9.11, each school has determined the size of their school governance council.  The term of office is two years with staggered terms.  Therefore, in most cases about one-half of the parent seats will be available as well as any current vacancies or resignations.
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 8.
What is the term of office for parent representatives elected in May?

Two years.  A parent may be elected for a two-year term in May and resign at the end of the school year if they have no children enrolled in the school for the next school year.

 9.
How should the names be listed on the ballot?


List all names in alphabetical order by last name.

 10.
May biographical information regarding each nominee be requested of nominees and included on the ballot so that persons casting their ballot may make informed voting decisions?


Yes.  The nomination form included a request that each nominee provide a written statement (25 words or less) regarding “Why I want to serve on the School Governance Council.”  The statement should be included below the nominee’s name on the ballot.

 11.
How should the ballot be prepared?


Use the template posted on the MPS Portal.  Personalize the template for your school as indicated on the ballot.  Duplicate the ballot on school letterhead.  Number the ballots sequentially beginning with 001 (or 0001 if you will be distributing more than 999 ballots).

 12.
How many candidates can a parent vote for on the ballot?


Votes can be cast for the number of available parent seats on the School Governance Council.

 13.
Must an election be held if there are fewer nominees than available parent seats on the School Governance Council?


Yes.  The process must be publicized and consistent among schools.

 14.
How are ballots distributed?


One ballot is mailed to each household via U.S. mail the first week in May.  Parents are eligible to vote for parent representatives.  If more than one family resides at one location, multiple mailings will occur.

15.  Who receives a ballot?


Parents of students enrolled in the school for the next school year and parents of high school seniors are eligible to vote.

16.
How are mailing labels secured?


Because of postage costs related to multiple mailings and the increasing need for household mailings, many schools maintain household mailing lists.  Each school will need to secure its own mailing labels.

17.
What is the response if parents call requesting additional ballots?


If this situation arises, explain to parents that one ballot was mailed to each household.  Do not distribute additional ballots except in unusual cases of non-custodial parents who regularly receive copies of school communications.
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18.
What should be done with returned ballots?


Returned ballots should be kept in a secure location until May 31.  As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “Two members of the established parent group will assist the principal with the counting of the parents’ ballots.  A record of the number of votes for each candidate shall be maintained at the local school until the end of the following school year.  In the case of resignation, recall, or death, a parent member shall be replaced by the runner-up candidate not elected to the Council the previous election period.”

19.
What would invalidate a ballot?


Ballots can be invalidated only by the two members of the established parent group who are assisting the principal with the counting of the parents’ ballots.  Ballots are invalidated if there is a duplication of ballot numbers, if the ballot is a copy, if more votes were cast on a ballot than the number of parent seats on your Council, or if the ballot is illegible.

20.
How are the teacher/staff representatives determined?


As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “The faculty and support staff at a given school shall be responsible for selecting its representatives to the Council.  Selection shall be completed on or before May 31.”

21.
How are student representatives determined?


As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “Schools with grades 6-8 (middle and K-8) and high school student representatives of the Council shall be elected by the student body through existing student government procedures.  If no student government exists, students shall be permitted to campaign for the position of Council representative at general assembly of the student body, and the student body shall make their selection by voice vote or ballot during the general assembly.”

22.
How are community representatives determined?


As stated in Administrative Policy 9.11, “Community representatives interested in participating on the Council shall make their interest known at the open meeting held for parent nominations, although community members shall not be selected by the public at large.  Community representatives shall be elected at the first meeting of the incoming Council held at the beginning of the new school year.”

23.
Who is responsible for scheduling, publicizing, and conducting the open meeting in May at which the parent nominees speak relative to their candidacy for election to the Council?


The principal / designated administrative leader is responsible.

24.
Is it mandatory that each nominee be in attendance during the open meeting in May?

The attendance of all nominees is strongly encouraged in that the purpose of the open meeting is to provide each nominee an opportunity to speak relative to his/her candidacy.  Attendance during the open meeting is not mandatory for nominees or voters.
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CHARTER SCHOOLS

25.
How do charter schools differ from traditional schools relative to school governance councils?


Charter schools are accountable for complying with the school governance council provisions as specified in their charter school contract.
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